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in hand with a book called The Repentance of a Conny-catcher—
another indication that Greene wrote the Defense.
Meanwhile Gieene published a tract entitled A Quippe for an "A
Upstart Courtier, which is but slightly connected with the war Qu*?f*f6r
against the cony-catchers, yet shows again how much at this period £* ^Vr'"
his mind was absorbed by social disorders and moral obliquity.
Incidentally, Greene retorts in the course of this pamphlet upon the
Harveys, who had libelled his character. The Qurppe is descnbed
in the sub-title as " A Quaint Dispute between Velvet Breeches and
Cloth Breeches," the question being whether the courtier or the
tradesman is better entitled to the realm of Britain. Plan and theme
were suggested by the poem of a certain F.T., called The Debate
between Pride and Lowliness, which Greene skilfully remodelled
and made more realistic in his best prose. In the pithy dialogue of
the rival claimants, and in the process of challenging the jury of
citizens, Greene manages to review, in an amusing way, some sixty
different grades and occupations, hitting off types in the pointed
manner of the character-writers. He is entirely on the populist side,
and gives Cloth Breeches an easy victory over the genteel fop.
In the next number of the cony-catching series, The Blacke "The
Bookes Messenger, laying open the Life and Death of Ned Browne Blacke
(1592), there is a resemblance, which must not be pressed too far, to Tr
such sardonic glorifications of villainy as Fielding's Jonathan Wild er»
and Thackeray's Barry Lyndon. Greene, however, was not a master
of irony ; he was not even clear-headed enough to keep to the same
point of view to the end.   Ned recounts five episodes in his career,
from boyish disobedience to crime : " I lived wantonly, and there-
fore let me end merrily, and tell you two or three of my mad pranks
and so bid you farewell." The pranks are mostly variants of snares
and swindles already described. A new one is Ned's dodge for bilk-
ing a priest, to whom he sells his own good horse, taking the priest's
nag in exchange together with twenty nobles.   Ned ties a hair over
a vein on his horse's fetlock, and when the beast which he has sold
goes lame offers to show the new owner how to ride him.   Before
mounting, he cuts the hair unperceived, and then gallops off, with
the animal, the money, and the horse's furniture belonging to the
priest. Finding England too hot to hold him he migrates to the Low
Countries, and is arrested for robbing a church, sentenced to death,

